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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This office action is in response to communications filed on 4-1 1-06. Claims 1-5, 
9, 10 are amended. Claims 6 and 7 are original. Claim 8 is cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants arguments filed 4-1 1-06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. The Office has considered the arguments in regard to the Ellis and 
DeWeese and the incorporation by reference. Ellis et al (US 2004/01 17831) discusses 
a television chat system (Page 20, paragraph 0216). Ellis then discloses that further 
features of the television chat system is described in DeWeese et al (Application No. 
09/356,270 and hereafter referred to as "Deweese) and is incorporated by reference its 
entirety (Page 20, paragraph 0216). Deweese et al (Application No. 09/356,270) by 
incorporation is entirely included in Ellis such that any feature in DeWeese can be found 
in Ellis. DeWeese was not combined; Deweese's material is incorporated in Ellis. 
Incorporation by reference allows subject matter from one application to be included 
from another application. 

2163.07(b) [R-3] Incorporation by Reference recites, "Instead of repeating some 
information contained in another document, an application may attempt to incorporate 
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the content of another document or part thereof by reference to the document in the text 
of the specification. The information incorporated is as much a part of the application as 
filed as if the text was repeated in the application, and should be treated as part of the 
text of the application as filed. Replacing the identified material incorporated by 
reference with the actual text is not new matter." 

The Office has for convenience to all parties involved used the publication of 
DeWeese et al (Application No. 10/918,753: US 2005/0262542 and hereafter referred 
to as "Dew"), which is the continued application of Application No. 09/356,270. The 
continued application is the same as it is a continuation of Application 09/356,270 and 
both applications can be found on PAIR. However, for the benefit of the applicant a 
copy of 09/356,270 has been provided. The grounds of the rejection have not been 
modified. Slight modifications for page and line number have been made in order to 
refer the applicant to the sections in the Deweese (Application No. 09/356,270) instead 
of Dew (Application No. 10/918,753: US 2005/0262542). Ellis discloses chat system or 
multi user talking system (Page 20, paragraph 0216). 

Note: Dew (Application No. 10/918,753: US 2005/0262542) is a printed 
publication and provides the exact same information as Deweese (Application No. 
09/356,270) as it is a continuation. 

3. In response to arguments on page 27 in regard to claims 1 and 9, the applicant 
discloses that Ellis does not disclose the feature of transmission source address or 
managing the address of a request for participation (Page 26-27). The Office would 
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point to Deweese for the limitations multi user control apparatus includes a participant 
management means that manages a transmission source address of a request for 
participation (Figure 2A, Figure 10). 

Claim 8 limitations have now been added to Claims 1 and 9. The Office would 
like to point out that the rejection for requests for viewing by designating respective 
contents, classifying the requests under respective contents, and associating the 
requests with respective transmission source addresses of the requests has been made 
by Rakib. Ellis (with Deweese) is silent on these limitations. 

Rakib discloses managing requests for viewing including designation of 
respective contents (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), classifying 
the requests under the respective contents (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, 
Figure 5D, 406), and associating the requests with respective transmission source 
addresses of the requests (Column 9, lines 63-67); the content distribution means 
distributes contents that are associated with respective transmission source addresses 
by the viewer management means (Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), to the respective 
transmission source addresses associated with the contents (Figures 1-3), through the 
network; by the participant management means, through the network. Rakib discloses a 
cherrypicker that manages a transmission source address of a request for telephony 
services or participation in a conversation with another user (Figures 1-3, Column 9, 
lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), associating the transmission source 
address with a content that is associated with the transmission source address by the 
viewer management means (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406). 
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Arguments on page 27 further state that Ellis does not disclose content 
distribution means distributes contents associated with respective transmission source 
addresses by the viewer management means, to the respective transmission sources 
addresses associated with the contents through the network. Deweese discloses 
transmission source addresses for all users (Figure 4, 138), a chat server that facilitates 
chatting (audio transmission) (Figure 10), which reads on a participant management 
means, the participant management means manages a transmission source address of 
a user requesting to participate (Figure 19, Figure 14, Figure 15 ->15A, 15B (in both / 
Dew and Deweese)). 

The Office would refer the Applicant to the rejections below for any other 
arguments to Ellis not including features for those features cited by the Office for Dew 
(10/918,753-previously recited as Deweese for the continued application). Otherwise 
the Office will be repeating rejections two times as Deweese (09/356,270). 

4. In regards to arguments made on pages 30-33 that Deweese does not teach the 
feature of a participant management means that manages a transmission source 
address of a request for participation received by the request for participation receiving 
means, wherein the transmission source address is managed by the viewer 
management means. 

Ellis discloses a viewer management means with profile and account information 
for the viewer (Page 4, paragraph 0092, Figure 1A, Figure 6, 142, 144, Figure 8, Page 
13, paragraph 0157). Ellis discloses that the server maintains information on the 
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subscriber or viewer at the server such as which viewers to charge and what account 
information is needed to pay for requested movies such as VOD movies in order to 
transfer the request to the viewer (Pages 10-11, paragraph 0140), which reads on the 
server having viewer management means for managing a request for viewing received 
by the request for viewing receiving means associating the request with a subscriber. 
Ellis discloses that the server transmits programming to the viewer upon request (Page 
4, paragraph 0092, Figure 1A, Figure 6, 142, 144, Figure 8) and also maintaining profile 
information at the server to display program information based on preferences (Page 
13, paragraph 0157). It is necessarily inherent that the server has a transmission 
source address which the server can distribute content to the user upon receiving a 
request. 

Deweese discloses that a transmission source address or user's address is a 
unique identifier assigned to a particular user which allow a chat server to transmit 
communications for chat requests to the proper recipient (Page 25, lines 4-13), 
Deweese discloses chat requests (Figure 14, 15, 19) by users, who have a transmission 
source address (Figure 6, 164) are associated with a transmission source address and 
that the chat server of the television distribution facility transmits all chat requests to the 
proper recipient (Page 25, lines 4-13). The claim discloses a transmission source 
address of a request for participation is managed by the participant managing means, 
which the user terminal equipment has a transmission source address that is associated 
with a chat request, and a viewer managing means, which determines the requests for 
content to recipient. It is necessarily included that multi-user talking control apparatus is 
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managing the transmission source address of a request for participation as chat 
sessions occur from chat requests of users with transmission source address. The chat 
request must be associated with a transmission source address for the chat session. 
Note: Deweese incorporated by reference Ellis includes what is in Deweese. 
5. In regards to arguments made on page 33 that Deweese does not teach the 
feature does not disclose mixing means generates multi user talking data for each 
content managed by the participant management means, by receiving pieces of talking 
data respectively from terminals of viewers having transmission source addresses 
associated with the content, and mixing the pieces of talking data received to generate 
multi-user talking data. 

Deweese clearly discloses an audio bridge or mixing means (Page 37, line 13). 
An audio bridge inherently mixes multiple audio inputs and feeds back composite audio. 
Therefore, Deweese discloses mixing means generates multi user talking data or audio 
chat session (Figure 10) for each content managed by participant management means 
or a user must be part of a chat group and requests users with transmission source 
addresses (Figure 6, 164) for chat session (Figures 10, 14, 15, 19) by receiving talking 
data or audio communications (Page 37, lines 4-33) via a microphone (Figure 10, 234) 
and is sent to the audio bridge which would process or mix the talking data. 

For clarification, Deweese discloses that the participant management means at 
the multi-user talking equipment manages a transmission source address of a request 
for participation. Ellis discloses that the viewer management means for television 
distribution facility has an account, which associates requests for programming with a 
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subscriber (or inherently includes a transmission source address as programming is 
transmitted to the address). Ellis and incorporated Deweese discloses that 
transmission source address of a request for participation can be associated with a 
content as viewers are watching the program and performing chat requests in regards 
to that program (Ellis - Figure 50, Deweese - Figure 14, 15, 16, 19). 
6. In regards to arguments made on pages 35-39 for Rakib. First of all, Rakib is 
used in combination with Ellis (with Deweese). Rakib is not used to disclose limitations 
already disclosed by Ellis or incorporated Deweese. Ellis and Deweese are used for 
multi user talking system. 

The applicant argues that Rakib does not disclose that the viewer management 
means manages requests for viewing by designating respective contents, classifying 
the requests under respective contents, and associating the requests with respective 
transmission source addresses of the requests, content distribution means distributes 
contents associated with respective transmission source addresses by the viewer 
management means to the respective transmission source address by the viewer 
management means, to the respective transmission source addresses associated with 
the contents though the network. 

Rakib discloses that the viewer management means or the headend/cherrypicker 
(Figure 1,10, Figure 4). Rakib discloses a system that provides programming or other 
service requests including video conferencing (Column 6, liens 50-54) or telephony 
(audio communications) (Column 14, lines 56-67). Rakib discloses the viewer 
management means or headend manages requests for viewing including designation of 
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respective contents or identify the program (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, 
Figure 5D, 406), classifying the requests under the respective contents (Column 9, lines 
42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D ? 406), and associating the requests with respective 
transmission source addresses of the requests (Column 9, lines 63-67). Rakib 
(Column 9, lines 42-67) clearly discloses upstream requests and identifying the contents 
and classify the requests under the programs via validation and programming, and 
associating the requests by authenticating the users. 

Rakib discloses the content distribution means or the headend distributes 
contents that are associated with respective transmission source addresses by the 
viewer management means or the viewer requesting the service is determined and the 
content is distributed to the viewer (Column 2, lines 26-67, Column 3, lines 1-35, Figure 
5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406). Rakib discloses that the headend authenticates the 
subscriber and determines the content to be sent. It is inherent that content is 
associated with transmission source addresses as content is addressed to the 
subscriber who makes the request. Rakib discloses a cherrypicker that manages a 
transmission source address of a request for telephony services or participation in a 
conversation with another user (Figures 1-3, Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, 
Figure 5D, 406, Column 14, lines 56-67) and also associating the transmission source 
address with a content that is associated with the transmission source address by the 
viewer management means as the subscriber can request programming and/or services 
(Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406). 

7. Claims 2-4 were not argued for its limitations (argued with respect to Claim 1). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1-4, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ellis et al (US 2004/01 17831 and hereafter referred to as "Ellis") in view of Rakib et al 
(US 6,889,385 and hereafter referred to as "Rakib"). It is noted that Ellis incorporates 
by reference in its entirety the application DeWeese et al (Application No. 09/356,270 
and hereafter referred to as "Deweese"). 

Regarding Claims 1 and 9, Ellis discloses a multi-user talking system (Figure 1A, 
16, Figure 1B, 32, 34, 36, Figure 1C, 50, 52, Pages 4-5, paragraphs 0092, 0097) for 
providing a multi-user talking service among viewers of a content (Pages 4-5, 
paragraphs 0092, 0097, Page 9, Table, Option Chat), comprising a content distribution 
apparatus (Figure 1A, 16, Figure 1B, 32, 33, 34, 35, Page 3, paragraph 0088) and a 
multi-user talking control apparatus (Figure 1B, 36, Figure 1C, 50, 52, Pages 4-5, 
paragraphs 0092, 0097), each apparatus being connected to terminals of viewers 
through a network (Figure 1B, 38); the content distribution apparatus comprises: 
request-for-viewing receiving means for receiving a request for viewing the content from 
a terminal of a viewer or the server at the television facility receives a request to view a 
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program selected by the user from the program guide whether video on demand (VOD) 
or scheduled (Figure 6, 142, 144, Figure 8, 162, 163, Page 9, paragraph 130, Figure 2, 
106A, 106H, Figure 3). Ellis discloses that the server maintains information on the 
subscriber or viewer at the server such as which viewers to charge and what account 
information is needed to pay for requested movies such as VOD movies in order to 
transfer the request to the viewer (Pages 10-11, paragraph 0140), which reads on the 
server having viewer management means for managing a request for viewing received 
by the request for viewing receiving means associating the request with a subscriber. 
Ellis discloses that the server transmits programming to the viewer upon request (Page 
4, paragraph 0092, Figure 1 A, Figure 6, 142, 144, Figure 8) and also maintaining profile 
information at the server to display program information based on preferences (Page 
13, paragraph 0157). It is necessarily inherent that the server has a transmission 
source address which the server can distribute content to the user upon receiving a 
request. Ellis discloses content distribution means for distributing the content to a user 
television equipment managed by the server processing profile information, which reads 
on viewer management means, through the network or the server at the television (TV) 
distribution facility distributes content in the from of movies and programs to a specific 
user (including based on request) via the communication network (Figure 1A, 16, 24, 
1B, 32, 38, 1C, Page 4, paragraph 0092), and the multi-user talking control apparatus 
which allows viewers to chat with particular groups on specific genres or programs 
(Figure 50). Ellis discloses that that the request for viewing includes designation of the 
content that the viewer wishes to view (Figures 6, 7, 8). Ellis discloses a profile with 
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information of what the viewer prefers to watch transmitting requested programming 
from preferences or VOD program to the user (Page 13, paragraph 01 57, Pages 10-11, 
paragraph 0140), which would inherently include a transmission source address. 

Deweese discloses a transmission source address (Figure 4, 13) of the profile 
associating the request with a transmission source. Deweese discloses that the multi- 
user talking control apparatus (Figure 1A, 22, Figure 2A, 88, 92, Page 46, lines 6-15) 
comprises: request-for-participation receiving means for receiving a request for 
participation in multi-user talking (Page 14, lines 23-34, Page 15, lines 1-10, Page 19, 
lines 17-34, Page 20, Page 21, lines 1-22, Figure 2A, Figure 3, Figure 19), from a 
terminal of a viewer (Page 14, lines 23-34, Page 15, lines 1-10, Page 19, lines 17-34, 
Page 20, Page 21, lines 1-22); participant management means that manages a 
transmission source address of a request for participation received by the request-for- 
participation receiving means or the chat server or chat equipment at the TV distribution 
facility (Figure 2A, Figure 10) manages the transmission source address (Figure 4, 138, 
Figure 6, 164) when the transmission source address is managed by the viewer 
management means or server processing profile information (Figure 4, Figure 6); 
mixing means or audio bridge or the chat server that receives (Page 37, lines 4-18), 
through the network (Page 35, lines 20-34, Page 36, Page 37, lines 1-18), respective 
pieces of talking data from terminals of viewers who have transmission source 
addresses managed by the participant management means (Page 37, lines 4-18), and 
mixes the pieces of talking data received to generate multi-user talking data (Page 37, 
lines 4-18); and multi-user talking data distribution means for distributing the multi-user 
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talking data and the audio bridge or the server distributing generated by the mixing 
means to transmission source addresses managed by the participant management 
means, through the network (Figure 10). It is necessarily included that the audio bridge 
mixes multiple audio inputs and feeds back the audio to each of the chat member. 
Deweese discloses mixing means or audio bridge that receives (Page 37, lines 4-18), 
through the network (Page 35, lines 20-34, Page 36, Page 37, lines 1-18), respective 
pieces of talking data from terminals of viewers who have transmission source 
addresses managed by the participant management means (Page 37, lines 1-18), and 
mixes the pieces of talking data received to generate multi-user talking data (Page 37, 
lines 1-18); and multi-user talking data distribution means for distributing the multi-user 
talking data and the server or the chat equipment at the TV distribution facility 
distributing generated by the mixing means to transmission source addresses managed 
by the participant management means to transmission source addresses associated 
with the content in question (Figure 10). 

Ellis and Deweese are silent on all other limitations. Rakib discloses that the 
viewer management means or the headend/cherrypicker (Figure 1,10, Figure 4) 
manages requests for viewing including designation of respective contents (Column 9, 
lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), classifying the requests under the 
respective contents (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), and 
associating the requests with respective transmission source addresses of the requests 
(Column 9, lines 63-67); the content distribution means distributes contents that are 
associated with respective transmission source addresses by the viewer management 
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means (Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), to the respective transmission source 
addresses associated with the contents (Figures 1-3), through the network. Rakib 
discloses a cherrypicker that manages a transmission source address of a request for 
telephony services or participation in a conversation with another user (Figures 1-3, 
Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), associating the transmission 
source address with a content that is associated with the transmission source address 
by the viewer management means (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D ( 
406). Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ellis to include viewer management means or the 
headend/cherrypicker manages requests for viewing including designation of respective 
contents (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), classifying the 
requests under the respective contents and associating the requests with respective 
transmission source addresses of the requests (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, 
Figure 5D, 406); the content distribution means distributes contents that are associated 
with respective transmission source addresses by the viewer management means 
(Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), to the respective transmission source addresses 
associated with the contents (Figures 1-3), through the network, and the cherrypicker 
manages a transmission source address of a request for telephony services or 
participation in a conversation with another user (Figures 1-3, Column 9, lines 42-67, 
Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), associating the transmission source address with a 
content that is associated with the transmission source address by the viewer 
management means (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A t 348, Figure 5D, 406) as taught 
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by Rakib in order to deliver programming and telephony to customers over cable TV 
systems (Column 1, lines 13-17, Column 2, lines 10-23) as disclosed by Rakib. 

Regarding Claim 2, Ellis (with Deweese) and Rakib disclose all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Deweese discloses multi-user talking control apparatus further comprises: 
request-for-appeal-for-participation receiving means for receiving a request for appeal 
for participation in multi-user talking from a terminal of a viewer or requests for chatting 
with users that are watching a program but may not be in the user buddy list from a 
terminal of a viewer (Figure 19); and appeal-for-participation means that distributes an 
appeal for participation in multi-user talking to terminals of viewers who have respective 
transmission source addresses other than transmission source addresses managed by 
the participant management means or users who have addresses that are not managed 
by the chat server in a chat but a user requests a chat of these users (Figure 19, 362, 
364, 366, 368, Page 50, lines 20-34, Page 51, lines 1-12), among transmission source 
addresses managed by the viewer management means or the server processes profile 
information which includes addresses of all viewers (Figure 4, Page 50, lines 20-34, 
Page 51, lines 1-12), when a transmission source address of the request for appeal for 
participation received by the request-for-appeal-for-participation receiving means is a 
transmission source address managed by the participant management means or the 
chat server may have transmission source address of the particular program in the 
participant management means as this may be a weekly chat group (Figure 19, 370, 
372), and receives respective answers to the appeal for participation, from the terminals 
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of the viewers (Figure 20, 384, 386, 388, 381, 383, 390); and when an answer to the 
appeal for participation received by the appeal-for-participation means indicates 
intention of participating (Figure 20, 384, 386, 388), the participant management means 
manages a transmission source address of the answer or the server processes the 
profile of each of the users who answer and manages the address of the users (Figure 
4, Figure 6). 

Regarding Claim 3, Ellis (with Deweese) and Rakib disclose all the limitations of 
Claim 2. Ellis discloses that the user has a profile (Page 13, paragraph 0157). Ellis 
discloses that the user requests viewing (Figures 6, 7, 8) and the TV distribution facility 
transmits the data to the user, which would inherently include an identification number. 
Deweese discloses that multi-user talking system further comprising: a database or 
storage at the server (Page 23, lines 19-31) that registers private information or profile 
information of a registered person who can use the multi-user talking service (Figure 4), 
associating the private information with identification information of the registered 
person (Figure 4); and includes the identification information of the viewer (Figure 4); 
the request-for-appeal-for-participation receiving means: detects requests for viewing 
other than requests for viewing associated respectively with transmission source 
addresses managed by the participant management means (Figure 19, 370, 372, Page 
50, lines 20-34, Page 51, lines 1-12), out of requests for viewing managed by the viewer 
management means (Figures 14, 15B), when a transmission source address of a 
request for appeal for participation received is a transmission source address managed 
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by the participant management means (Figure 4); specifies private information of 
viewers whose identification information is included in the detected requests for viewing 
(Figure 6, Figure 7), using the database and based on the identification information of 
the viewers (Figure 19, 364, 366); and transmits participation selection information for 
the sake of selecting a piece of private information of a viewer to whom participation is 
to be appealed out of the specified private information or by ratings of the users on a 
particular channel or program (Figure 19, Figure 6), to the transmission source address 
of the request for appeal for participation (Figure 4, 138, Figure 6, 164), so that the 
terminal of the viewer having the transmission source address of the request for appeal 
for participation selects a piece of private information of a viewer to whom participation 
is to be appealed (Figure 4, Figure 6, Figure 19, 364, 366); and the appeal-for- 
participation means: specifies private information of a viewer whose identification 
information is included in a request for viewing managed in association with the 
transmission source address of the request for appeal for participation by the viewer 
management means (Figure 4, Figure 6, Figure 19, 364, 366), using the database and 
based on the identification information of the viewer (Figure 4); transmits an appeal for 
participation, which is appealed by the viewer having the private information specified 
(Figure 19), to a transmission source address of a request for viewing that is managed 
by the viewer management means and that includes identification information of the 
selected piece of private information (Figure 4); and receives an answer to the appeal 
for participation from a terminal of the viewer having the transmission source address 
(Figure 4, Figure 6, Figure 7, Figure 19, 370, Figure 20). 
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Regarding Claim 4, Ellis (with Deweese) and Rakib disclose all the limitations of 
Claim 1 . Ellis discloses that the network can be Internet network and the 
communications may be Internet protocol transmissions, which reads on the network 
can be an IP network (Page 4, paragraph 0095, Page 5, paragraph 0104). Ellis 
discloses transmitting programs and services including chatting/conferencing to viewers 
at the same time or multicasting the programs and services (Figures 1A, 1B, 1C, Figure 
50). Ellis and Deweese are silent on conversion into IP packets and management of 
addresses. Rakib discloses that the content distribution means (Figure 1,10, Figure 4, 
MPEG IN) converts the content into IP packets (Column 11, lines 42-52, Figure 4, 55, 
57), adds transmission source addresses managed by the viewer management means 
to a header of each IP packet (Column 12, lines 29-47, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), 
and multicasts the IP packets onto the IP network (Figures 1-3); and the multi-user 
talking data distribution means converts the multi-user talking data generated by the 
mixing means (Figure 1,10, Figure 4, Tel PKTS IN) into IP Packets (Column 11, lines 
42-52, Figure 4, 55, 57), adds transmission source addresses managed by the 
participant management means to a header of each IP packet (Column 12, lines 29-47, 
Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406), and multicasts the IP packets onto the IP network 
(Figures 1-3). 



Allowable Subject Matter 



10. Claims 5-7, 10 are allowed. 
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1 1 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Ellis discloses that a viewer can communicate with the content distribution means 
for TV distribution facility over IP communications or IP network (Page 4, paragraph 
0095) and also that programming can be transmitted over satellite, which can read on 
cable television (Page 4, paragraph 0096), while other communications including audio 
chat or multi user talking for the user can be over telephone network (Page 4, 
paragraph 0096). Ellis discloses a means for receiving a request for viewing from a 
viewer's terminal including a personal computer (Page 6, paragraph 0108) or set top 
box (Figure 1A, Figure 1B) and can communicate with an IP network (Page 4, 
paragraph 0095), which reads on a terminal with an interface with the IP network. Ellis 
discloses the request-for-participation receiving means comprises: means for receiving 
a request for participation from a viewer's terminal provided with an interface with the IP 
network through the IP Network or a viewer using a computer using IP communications 
requests viewers to chat using audio (Page 6, paragraph 0108, Page 4, paragraph 
0096, Page 4, paragraph 0092). Deweese discloses that telephone communications 
can be done over a telephone link or network (Page 9, paragraph 0104), which reads on 
a terminal with an interface to a telephone network. Ellis and Deweese are silent on a 
first relay and second relay assembling IP packets and telephone numbers. Rakib 
discloses that IP packets are re-packetized or assembled before transmitting to a user. 
Rakib discloses that the viewer management means sets a transmission source 
address associated with a request for viewing means to an IP address of a transmission 
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source of the request (Column 9, lines 42-67, Figure 5A, 348, Figure 5D, 406). Rakib 
discloses that the telephone number corresponds to an IP address, which reads on a 
transmission source address added to a header of each IP packet of the content in 
place of a telephone number when the telephone number exists (Column 35, lines 34- 
42). 

The prior art of record does not suggest nor teach the following limitations (or 
similar limitations) in conjunction with other elements as claimed in the rejected 
independent and dependent claims: the viewer management unit sets a transmission 
source address associated with a request for viewing received by the request-for- 
viewing receiving means, to an IP address of a transmission source of the request for 
viewing, when the relay station receives a request for viewing through the IP network, 
and to a telephone number of the transmission source of the request for viewing, when 
the request for viewing unit receives the request for viewing through the telephone 
network; talking generation unit mixing received pieces of talking data through the 
network from viewer's terminals each having an IP address managed by the participant 
management unit from the talking relay station. 

Conclusion 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farzana E. Hossain whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 5943. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 
4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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